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A good friend
of mine said
-‘" the Christmas
season and the

=] Morel
f. only
[

season

come
once a year...
and that the an-
ticipation drives him crazy. Well,
Christmas has come and gone and
now comes the real wait. Now
that morels are our business we
start now doing the sport shows.
We’re already talking about the
upcoming season, selling books,
bags and soups to enjoy these
cold winter months while we wait
in anticipation for the morels to
start popping up. We’ve spent the
fall creating new food products
for your enjoyment; a morel fla-
vor rice side dish and a morel fla-
vored gravy.

But like all real fans of morels
the anticipation is in the hunts.
Where are we going, how far are
we going and how many days can
we devote to it? Many morel
hunters plan their vacations

By Theresa & John Maybrier

around mushroom hunting. Now
that we know how to best pre-
serve the morels and how to trav-
el with morels and how to use the
mesh bag to make more mush-
rooms for the future, we as
hunters can plan to pick as many
as we can carry.

We had ideas
last summer for
bringing morels
back to Kansas 58
City from the %
ones John and
Paul picked in |
Alaska. We [
tried a couple
of the ideas in-
cluding our
standard of BN

are still pretty warm in July. To
further guarantee that the mush-
rooms would arrive home so that I
could have some fresh and share
with our friends we tried a new
idea (based on Springtime experi-
ments) of individually wrapping
the fresh morels in toilet paper,
then packing them separated in
the ice/cooler method. We chose
toilet paper because it is easily ac-
cessible, relatively inexpensive
and in a roll... it is easy to manage
in the wilderness. What a success.
It will be an addition to philoso-
phy of traveling and preserving
fresh mushrooms for longer peri-
ods of time.
i8] They keep great
| in the refrigera-
1# tor like this too.
" We were able to
| eat fresh morels
{ from Alaska for

] almost  three
| weeks once
| they reached

Kansas City by
J car.

sealing ice in the bottom of the

cooler, keeping the moisture sepa-
rate from the morels, and packing
the mushrooms on top of a barrier
such as newspaper or cardboard.
That works great but Alaska is
thirty-five hundred miles from
Kansas City, and temperatures
through Canada and the Dakotas

The drymg method is still the

easiest and best method for keep-
ing morels long term. Once a per-
son can get past the idea that their
mushrooms are drying out either
in the field or in the refrigerator
when they are keeping them fresh
and understand that they easily re-
constitute, the drying method and
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fresh. In the wild, morel spore is
microscopic and without the
“buildup” it is nearly impossible
to be seen. The spore starts the
reproduction process as soon as
the morels start to dry out in na-
ture. HELP IT ALONG.. MAKE
MORE MUSHROOMS!

So, while you wait for mush-
room season to come, read up,
spoil yourself with some good
morel based foods and get out the
maps. Remember, you can al-
ways join us for a hunt in Michi-
gan mid-May when your season is
mostly over. Everyone has a good
time, everyone gets mushrooms
and everyone learns something
new about how to be a better
mushroom hunter.

www.team-morel.com

' GOOSE HUNTING BOOK BLOWOUT’

3 Books for ONLY $10.00 plus $2.00 shipping = $12.00 Total Price!

*THE SCIENCE OF SNOW GOOSE HUNTING. Learn how to hunt geese, especially

show geese; fall and spring migrations, finding a place to hunt, where to hunt, decoys

& decoy placements, concealment, calling strategies, guns & ammunition, analyzing

your trip, hunting hot spots for snow geese & recipes.

* OUT-FINESSING THE GEESE. Learn about goose hunting: the pat- “%

terns of geese, selecting the proper fields, 2 chapters on concealment, an

equipment list, calling or flagging, decoys & decoy placements, your

hunting team, knowing and understanding geese and whereto  —;

hunt geese.

*THE GOOSE HUNTER. THE ULTIMATE GOOSE HUNTING SEASON. Join Dennis Hunt

on a 185 day goose hunting trip that starts in Churchill, Manitoba, then goes to south-

ern Manitoba, spent 3 months in Bay City, Texas and finally to Beatrice, Nebraska. The

story compares regions and talks about the different terrains, hunting methods etc.
Books by DENNIS HUNT with over 4,500 of each title sold,

but we are overstocked. Author autographs if desired.
This is a great gift for goose hunters!

Send a check or money order to:

DENNIS HUNT « 416 ANDREWS AVE. « DETROIT LAKES, MN. 56501
or E-MAIL: dehunt@tekstar.com

Irish House Hotel

Indoor Pool ¢ Fitness Room
Hot tub ¢ Sauna
Continental Breakfast

IRISH HOUSE HOTEL

Rt. 99 S. « Mt. Sterling, IL 62353 ¢ irishous@adams.net

217-773-4100

fresh preservation method will
make perfect sense to them.

There is still controversy about
the mesh collection bags. Howev-
er, anyone who has dried morels
and has seen the spore buildup
will have visual proof that morels
continue to spore after they have
been captured. Spore can be seen
on paper towels or now, toilet pa-
per, when morels are kept in the
cooler or refrigerator for later use

Join the team...

TEAM MOREL

Mushroom Hunting Expedltlons

Our Guided Hunts will teachYOUto —
be a more successful MOREL FINDER! |

Team Morel Sporebags for
Mushroom Hunting Now Available
for only $10 plus shipping!

www.team-morel.com
816-805-7554

Mathis-Kelley

1046 West Jefferson * Morton, IL « fax: (309) 263-0609

Call: 309-266-9733

Sales * Service * Rental

HONDA. .., STIHL

Construction & Industrial Equipment

Reinforcing Steel Fabricators

Featuring Honda
Lawn & Garden, Pumps and Generators

Full Line Stihl Dealer




